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PRESIDENTS MESSAGE       December, 2017 

 

Happy Holidays to one & all! I hope all the "Snow Birds" have had a safe trip to their 
winter homes.  

 

The December 1st Christmas party will be my last event as our clubs President & I 
would like to thank the clubs membership for all the support, help & advise I've been 
given during my Presidency. I look forward to continue being an active club member by 
planning trips, FTLs & service to the club.  
 

Congratulations to our new President & Secretary. I am committed to help them in any 
way I can.  
 

Please bring an unwrapped gift for Toys for Tots & a "White Elephant" gift to the 
Christmas party. See you there!  

 

Yours, Marc Amante—President 
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GRAND VALLEY CORVETTE ASSOCIATION 

Brann’s on Leonard 

November 9, 2017 

 

Marc called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm with 15 members present.  Board 
members Todd, Jeff, Annette and Gail were present. 

 

Secretary’s report accepted as published in the Newsletter. 

 

Treasurers report was accepted as presented by Annette. 

 

Membership Chairman reported we have 87 folks that have paid their dues. 

Jeff reported that the NCCC will be July 15-20, 2018 in New Orleans. 

 

OLD BUSINESS 

Nominations were open to members present for President and Secretary.  No 
new nominations.  Marc reported that Cheryl Davis has accepted the position 
of President and Karen Young will be our new Secretary. 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

None 

Swap and sell. 

Motion made and seconded to adjourn at 7:15 pm. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Gail Schuiling, Secretary 
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DECEMBER  

 1 Christmas Party—Rockford Cabin—6:30  

 

 

 

Michigan Region of NCCC Corvette Clubs Home Page and Link to Calendar 
http://www.michcorvette.org/index.html 

 

Cards and get well wishes or expressions of sympathy, please contact  
Jan Czerney at (tjbaar@comcast.net) 

 
 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
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 When I was born, my father promised me two things: he would teach me the value of money and he would give me a 
Chevrolet Corvette when I turned 16. Of course, when I was born I had no idea what he was talking about, but when I 
was 10 I began to understand what my dad told me about the value of money. And now that I’m 16, I also like the idea 
of driving a Corvette around town. 
 

As the years passed I’ve only grown fonder of Corvettes. I learned all the specifications and can tell you every mod-
el’s similarities and differences. The 1978-1982 style really grew on both me and my dad. It was a car from the past 
that would never grow old. When I turned 15, I started seriously looking for my car. My dad would bring home the 
Corvette Trader magazine and I’d look online for these Corvettes. Whenever I found one, there’d be a reason not to 
buy it: too much mileage, an interior in bad shape, or it had been in an accident and therefore the doors wouldn’t line 
up. So I kept looking. We even looked in Florida while on vacation and although we saw a couple, they were in bad 
shape. 
 

Finally, after ten months, I found it. The car was a bright yellow 1979 Corvette. It was beautiful! It had a 430-

horsepower Jasper engine and transmission with 6,000 miles; the body had 92,000 miles. It had perfect lines and was 
in pretty good shape. 
 

I showed the ad to my dad and he too was in awe. It was in Brooklyn and we were hoping it wasn’t hot. We called the 
owner and asked a lot of questions. My dad and I talked and decided that if the car were really all the owner said, then 
we would buy it. 
 

Then we wondered how we would get to the city and back. My dad thought we could bring the tractor trailer, but that 
would be a big hassle. Then he thought of bringing a dolly, but we couldn’t find one. Then my dad proposed that we 
fly down and drive back. I thought that was an awesome plan, so my mom searched for flights and found two Jet Blue 
tickets direct to JFK Airport. We booked them and eight hours later my dad and I were off. 
 

We met the car’s owner in the airport parking lot. We talked it over with him and gave him the cash to buy it. Then he 
just walked away. I have no idea how he got home since he said he lived an hour away, which I thought it was pretty 
funny. 
 

But I forgot all about him when I looked at my car. My dad and I were extremely excited. My heart was beating so 
fast I thought it was going to explode. Dad got in the driver’s seat and I hopped in. Right away you could feel and hear 
the 430-horsepower engine roar. It was amazing, the car looked like the Batmobile. Halfway home we stopped for a 
bite to eat and took the t-tops off. Man, that ride home felt so cool. We got lots of compliments. With the t-tops off 
and the bright yellow paint, it was an astonishing car. 
 

I waited 16 years for that moment. The whole day felt like a dream. It was unbelievable and exciting for both my dad 
and me. It’s hard to explain the happiness that I felt. Words can only go so far. I wish I could take you all for a spin. 
Then you’d see what I mean.  

 

 

The Corvette Story  

Image Credit: Sylver S., Milford, CT  


