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PRESIDENTS MESSAGE       November, 2017 

 

Nominations for club President & Secretary are now open until the end of November's 
meeting so please submit  your nominations to me or Todd T.  We also need someone to 
take over the Governor's position as Jeff Janus would like to step down after many years 
of service to the club.  

 

At the October meeting i presented 3 choices for the membership to vote on relating to 
the financial future of the club. I will be sending out a revised copy of the language next 
week in an E-mail to the club.  

 

Our next meeting is at 7:00pm November 9th at Brann's on Leonard St. N.W.   

 

The E-Board will meet at Gail's house November 6th @ 7:00pm   

 

Marc Amante—President 
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GRAND VALLEY CORVETTE ASSOCIATION 

Brann’s on Leonard 

Meeting October 12, 2017 

 

Marc called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm with 19 members present and Board mem-
bers Marc and Gail.  Todd, Annette and Jeff were absent. 
 

Secretary’s report, as published in the newsletter, was accepted. 

 

In the absence of Annette, Gail read the Treasurers report.  It was accepted as read. 

 

OLD BUSINESS 

Reports were given by folks that attended the 3 FTL events we had last month and Octo-
ber 8. 
   

Marc read his proposals regarding the issue of the club funds.  Following a great deal of 
discussion following the proposals, it was determined there was not enough information.  
He will gather more information and again present that at the November meeting.  He 
needs to verify annual expenses among other items. 
     

Nominations committee is Todd and Marc.  If you are interested in running for President 
or Secretary please contact one of them.  They will be contacting members looking for 
interested folks.  Also, you will be able to nominate people at the November meeting.  In 
addition, Jeff is no longer interested in the position of Governor.  Ballots will go out and 
must be returned no later than 11-30-17 with the winners being announced at the Christ-
mas Party, December 6.  Ballots will be sent out, if needed, via electronically due to the 
short time. 

 

NEW BUSINESS - None 

Swap & Sell.  

Respectfully submitted, 

Gail Schuiling 

Secretary 
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NOVEMBER 

 

 9 General Membership Meeting—Brann’s on Leonard—7:00 p.m. 
 

           

DECEMBER  

 1 Christmas Party—Rockford Cabin 

 

 

 

 

Michigan Region of NCCC Corvette Clubs Home Page and Link to Calendar 
http://www.michcorvette.org/index.html 

 

Cards and get well wishes or expressions of sympathy, please contact  
Jan Czerney at (tjbaar@comcast.net) 

 
 

I know a guy that has a complete Bose stereo system out of an 84 – 96 Corvette, an am/fm/cd/cassette all 4 speakers, 
and the complete wire harness if anyone wants it, it’s free.  He bought it used 2 years ago and never put it in his car. 
It is the complete unit. If anyone is interested contact me at 616 402-1996. Thanks. 

 

Lori Pearce 

Human Resources 

4046 Lake Michigan Dr., NW 

Grand Rapids, MI 49534 

Direct Line: 616 735-5809 

Fax:  616 453-6821 

lorip@standalelumber.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
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On Friday, August 4 the Museum received a special gift – a 1984 Corvette donated as a tribute to the late Don Oliverio 
of West Virginia. Approximately 40 family members and friends gathered at the Museum to make the presentation and 
celebrate his life. 

“He was thoughtful and would visit people in the nursing home, even if he didn’t know them. That’s how kind and 
good he was to everyone,” said Linda Kolisky, Don’s sister. “We’re so honored that this is going to be here, the thing 
he loved so much, we’re so pleased.” 

The Corvette was built at the GM Bowling Green Assembly Plant in March of 1983. “It’s a spectacular car to have in 
the collection, especially to be such an early production car of the C4s,” said Derek Moore, Curator. “We’re really 
grateful to have it.” 

Don’s granddaughters, Cassidy Oliverio and Kayla Means, had the honor of driving the car into the Museum. “Last 
year I was in the homecoming court and he drove me in the parade,” said Kayla. “He liked any chance he could to 
show off his car. He would love to see it be in the Museum. He would feel very honored to have it here,” she said. “He 
would love to take it to car shows and this would be considered the ultimate car show!” 

Daughter Jamie Oliverio smiles when she shares her favorite memory of her dad’s Corvette. “I drove the car once by 
myself in 1987. I never told him, but I took it up on I-79 and I floored it. He never found out, I don’t think,” she said. 
“It’s emotional – it’s a tribute. He loved the car almost as much as he loved anything, so now I feel like he’s going to 
live on forever.” 

“It would make him very happy to know that we did this,” added daughter Johnna Oliverio. “This is the best place for 
it.” 

Don’s brother, Jim, has worked with the Museum staff since February, 2017 to coordinate the donation. As Don’s 
sidekick at car shows and events, Jim said it has racked up numerous awards and accolades including NCRS, Bloom-
ington Gold, Triple Crown in Chicago, Gold Spinner, numerous displays at Corvettes at Carlisle, Five Star Crossed 
Flags, numerous Top Flight Awards, Dave McClellan Marque of Excellence Award, and has passed the PV 
(performance verification) for NCRS indicating that everything operates as new. The body and paint are all original, it 
is a true survivor. 

“This is something that I think Don is looking down and really pleased with it. I don’t think he ever thought he’d have 
a car here,” said Jim. “I hope the Corvette world comes here and enjoys the car. It’s a wonderful car that was owned by 
a wonderful person.” 
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2019 Corvette Early Production Announced 

October 12, 2017  

 

 

Well, that was quick! Rumors have been confirmed that production of the 2018 Corvette will cease early for the model year. The last date to 
order a 2018 Corvette is November 16, and the last week of production for the 2018 model year is the week of January 22. The 2019 model 
year will begin rolling off the line the week of January 29, 2018. Orders for the model start November 30. (whew we need a calendar for all 
those dates!) 

Right now, planned volume for the 2018 Corvette is just shy of 9,700 units, making it one of the shortest model years. 

No major changes are coming for 2019 as models, colors and options from 2018 will carry over (sans the Carbon 65 Edition). Less than 100 
65th Anniversary Carbon Editions are remaining of the 650 cap for 2018. A new order guide for 2019 will be released on November 20. 

Sebring Orange (G26) can now be ordered, and a small ramp up of the new hue begins the week of December 11 (in the new paint shop, we 
might add). 

But what about the new paint shop? Production at Bowling Green Assembly starts back up November 6, and at that time the ‘basics’ (Black, 
Arctic White, Torch Red, Corvette Racing Yellow) will begin rolling through the state-of-the-art paint shop. Tintcoats will follow the basics at 
a later date (Admiral Blue, Blade Silver, Cyber Matrix Gray, Long Beach Red, Sebring Orange and Watkins Glen Gray. 

As for the quality of the new paint – we’re told customers will not be disappointed. Some even tout the quality to be better than the crème de 
la crème Cadillac paint. 

And as for a “C8” mid-engine Corvette, no official word has been received announcing the highly anticipated model. But it has been photo-
graphed quite a bit lately. Perhaps it’s GM’s way of teasing us just a little bit! 

Next year’s Michelin NCM Bash will certainly be colorful when GM takes the stage to present on 2018 and 2019… and we know you’ll want 
to be there to ask questions and be in the know. 

Corvette Dates Cheat Sheet 

October 27 – 2018 Corvette unallocated sold orders cut off 
November 6 – GM Plant Re-Starts 2018 Production in the new Paint Shop 

November 16 – Final date to order a 2018 Corvette 

November 20 – 2019 Corvette Order Guide Released 

November 30 – 2019 Corvette Orders Picked-Up 

December 11 – Sebring Orange Corvettes begin 

January 22 (week of) – 2018 Corvette Production Ends 
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Corvette Racing Weekend presented by Michelin 

October 16, 2017  

 

 

A tribute to Corvette Racing’s 2017 season will be presented by Michelin on Octo-
ber 20 and 21 at the AACA Museum, Inc. in Hershey, PA. Featured during the Cor-
vette Racing Weekend will be Corvette Racing head, Doug Fehan, and drivers Tom-
my Milner and Andy Pilgrim, along with other team members. The event will bene-
fit the National Corvette Museum (NCM) in Bowling Green, KY. 

The weekend kicks-off on Friday, October 20th with a reception/dinner followed by 
a presentation by Fehan and Milner, who will recap the 201724 Hours of Le Mans. 
The evening will close with an autograph session. Friday dinner tickets are $65 and 
also include admission to Saturday’s program.   They may be purchased here. Din-
ner tickets must be purchased in advance. 

Events on Saturday, October 21, begin at 7-9:30 AM with a Caffeine Behind the 
Scenes, an exclusive look inside the AACA Museum “Garage”, a casual way to 
begin the day with lots of cars to enjoy with entrance by donation.  Pappa J’s food 
truck will also be onsite with breakfast items for sale.  The Racing program begins at 
8:30 AM and will end at 2:00 PM.   Admission for the Saturday program only event 

is just $25 and may be purchased at the door.   The schedule of events includes: 

• Fehan and Milner recapping the 2017 Corvette Racing season 

• Kai Spande, Corvette plan manager, giving an update on the new paint shop 

• Auction of Corvette Racing memorabilia 

• Andy Pilgrim reuniting with the C5-R that he co-drove with Dale Earnhardt at the 2001 Rolex 24 Hour, and 
describing what it was like to be his teammate 

• Richard Prince, official Corvette Racing photographer, presenting images from the 2001 Rolex 24 Hour 

• Lee Willard, chief Michelin Corvette tire engineer, speaking on the company’s latest Corvette tire technology 

• Andy Moran of Mobil 1 will be discussing their latest lubricant formulations 

The weekend will conclude with an autograph session with Fehan and Milner. NCM merchandise and Corvette raf-
fle tickets will be on sale throughout the day along with AACA Museum, Inc. merchandise. Entrance fees include 
admission to the current AACA Museum, Inc. exhibits along with Corvette Racing Weekend program itinerary.  
 Caffeine Behind the Scenes on Saturday morning is by donation and coffee and donuts will be included, while 
supplies last. 

About AACA Museum, Inc.The AACA Museum, Inc., a Smithsonian Affiliate, displays beautifully restored auto-
mobiles, buses and motorcycles in unique life-like scenes representing the 1890s – 1980s in a cross-country jour-
ney from New York to San Francisco.   This Museum, a 501(c) (3) non-profit organization, is known to be one of 
the largest automotive museums. Special exhibits change several times a year and focus on a variety of eras and 
types of vehicles. The AACA Museum is home to the Cammack Tucker Collection; the World’s largest and most 
prestigious permanent collection of Tucker Automobiles and related artifacts. The Museum is in South Hanover 
Township, located just off Route 39, one mile west of Hersheypark Drive, Hershey, Pennsylvania. Regular admis-
sion $12, seniors age 61 and older $11, juniors age 4-12 $9, children age 3 and under,AACA Museum, Inc. Mem-
bers and AACA Members are FREE.  The Museum is open daily from 9:00 AM to 5:00 PM.  For further infor-
mation, please call 717-566-7100 or visit www.AACAMuseum.org. 


